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Introduction
Deshpande Foundation (DF) was established in 2007 at Hubballi, 
Karnataka, to bring about a sustainable change by economically 
empowering rural and semi-urban communities in India. With the vision 
to “create an ecosystem that nurtures entrepreneurial mindsets to impact 
grassroots problems through innovation, collaboration, and sustainability,” 
it implements programs that focus on Micro-Entrepreneurship, Agriculture, 
Skilling, and Startups. 

India is slated to have the world’s largest workforce by 2027. The youth of 
the nation, therefore, has to be prepared to leverage emerging technology 
and gain relevant skills for evolving job roles. Deshpande Skilling 
contributes towards this aspiration and DF’s vision of rural economic 
transformation by supporting unemployed youth to learn job-oriented 
skills and earn their jobs in the organized sector.

HDFC Bank Ltd. has proactively collaborated with Deshpande Foundation 
to support the training of 4100 rural youth over a period of four years, from 
2020 to 2024. 

Deshpande Foundation extends its sincere gratitude to HDFC Bank for its 
continuous support in this endeavour. Deshpande Skilling has witnessed 
the enrolment of over 2100 students in its various programs since June 
2020. Many of them have gone on to be successfully placed in renowned 
companies such as Infosys, Capgemini, Cognizant, HDB Financial Services, 
Fidelity National Financial India, and others.

With the turn of every page in this book, you will traverse through the 
stories of a few beneficiaries of these programs… Stories of transformation 
that will leave you inspired. 
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Preeti’s parents work as day laborers 
and she has an elder sister who is 
married. As someone who holds her 
family very dear, she ponders,  
“I have a small and happy family. My 
family is everything to me. My father 
is my inspiration, my mother gives 
me comfort in times of stress, and 
my sister is my best friend. When I 
was born, my parents did not even 
have their own house to live in… They 
worked very hard, wanting to give a 
better future for their daughters.”

One can gather that she is 
academically brilliant from the  
get-go. She backs this understanding 
by saying, “From the first grade, I was 
good at studies. In seventh grade, 
I participated in a state-level quiz 
competition; I received abundant 
appreciation from my community.  
I secured 92% in 10th grade. Despite 
my family’s financial struggles, 
I completed a B.Sc degree from 
KLE Society’s RL Science Institute, 
Belagavi. During graduation, I took up 
a part-time job as an anchor for a 
local news channel in Belagavi, which 
helped me pay my college fees.” 

Just like many others her age, Preeti was introduced to Deshpande Skilling by some 
of her friends. She shares, “My mother insisted that I join. After some thought, I joined 
the Deshpande Susandhi Fellowship program in September 2021. I learned English 
communication, computer skills, reasoning and aptitude, and life skills. The trainers 
and program managers were very supportive, dedicated, had positive attitudes, 
and continuously inspired us.” She excitedly continues, “I enjoyed being a part of the 
program because every Fellow was given equal opportunity. The whole campus was 
filled with positive vibes. In my three-month journey, I made quite a few friends and 
interacted with so many people! This definitely helped me improve my people skills 
and I developed a more positive attitude. It also helped me break out of my limitations 
as an introvert and open my mind to new beliefs.”

Not only did Preeti witness the growth in her personality; her parents were also elated 
to see their daughter transform. She expresses, “The program gave me the confidence 
to face challenges, helped me come out of my comfort zone and explore new things. 
My parents were so pleased to see this new version of me.”

Preeti strongly believes that her time at Deshpande Skilling prepared her for 
employment opportunities. She elaborates, “After completing the Deshpande 
Susandhi Fellowship program, I was put through a rigorous training for interview skills 
and the corporate working environment, which significantly helped me do well   
in interviews.” 

With beaming pride, she shares, “As a result, I was placed as a Claims Associate at 
Legato Health Technology, in Bangalore. For me, this is nothing less than a miracle!” 

Would she encourage other students to join these programs? She wholeheartedly 
affirms, “I would absolutely urge more and more students to join the Deshpande 
Skilling programs so that they can appreciably upskill themselves and fulfill their 
dreams, just like I did. I am so proud to be an alumnus of Deshpande Skilling.”

With a palpable ring of gratitude in her voice, Preeti expresses, “Thank you, Deshpande 
Skilling, for giving me the chance to turn my dreams into reality.”

Looked for a chance, 

found a miracle

Preeti Hiremath
Yelimunnoli, Belagavi8

The whole campus was 
filled with positive vibes.



Hopelessness to thriving 

happiness!

Suman comes from a family of three–mother, a younger brother and herself. She 
completed her post graduation with an M. Com degree from SR Kanti College, Mudhol. 

Tragically, she lost her father in 2013. She shares, “After his death, my family was 
entirely dependent on me because I am the eldest child. I was unable to cope with 
daily stress and was feeling a sense of hopelessness. A failed engagement left me so 
devastated that I even tried to take my own life.”

Suman’s life, however, was destined to be transformed—she heard about Deshpande 
Skilling from one of her friends. She elaborates, “I thought it would help me lead my life 
and my family, both. So, one day, I visited the Deshpande Skilling campus in Hubballi 
and enquired about their programs.” Although eager to join the skilling program, 
her goal was not without challenges. Suman goes on, “I was overqualified and that 
posed a challenge in my joining the program. There was a 4-year gap between my 
academics and this training; the skilling team was unlikely to enroll me. However, I 
managed to convince the concerned team member, and began my journey of skill 
development at Deshpande Skilling.”

Suman eventually joined the Deshpande Koutilya Fellowship program. She took on the 
age-gap she shared with her peers in the program, as a challenge to be overcome. 
She began speaking to all of them and finding common ground with them. She 
pleasantly says, “They accepted me the way I am and supported me a lot during the 
four months of training there.”

About Deshpande Skilling, Suman shares, “It was not a traditional classroom teaching 
method-each lesson was designed to impart better communication skills, soft skills, 
etc. We come from small towns and villages… we move to big cities with the hope 
of earning a better living but often struggle to survive. At Deshpande Skilling, we 
have learnt and discussed so much about skills that matter in big cities; it helped us 
prepare better for challenges. My time at Deshpande Skilling, in fact, made   
me employable.” 

She continues, “The campus has a positive environment, with approachable and 
cooperative trainers. They are tremendously knowledgeable about the subject matter 
and pay individual attention to students. Because of this, my confidence has grown 
and learning there never felt like a burden. We always looked forward to the classes, 
and learnt something new each day.”

Having recalled her days at Deshpande Skilling, Suman shares with a smile in her 
eyes, “Today, I work as an ITES (Information Technology Enabled Services) Executive 
at iMeriT, a leading data-labeling solutions MNC, at their Center of Excellence for AI 
training data in Hubballi, Karnataka. I am looking after my family and ensuring my 
brother gets the education he deserves. I sincerely thank the team at Deshpande 
Skilling for trusting my abilities and giving me such an exceptional opportunity to 
learn. I also thank HDFC Bank for supporting such a program that has benefited so 
many young people like me.”

Suman Patil
Hebbal, Mudhol, Bagalkot

They accepted me 
the way I am...
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Ershad comes from a family of four. His father is a farmer, and mother, a homemaker. 
Being the youngest in the family, he is close to everyone, especially his mother. He is 
a B. Com graduate. In 2020, just around the first lockdown, he moved to Bangalore in 
search of a job. However, given the tough job market, he was unable to secure a job.

Surviving in a big city was becoming a challenge, as he had no source of income. He 
elaborates, “I began working as a pizza Delivery Executive to support myself. I did not 
give up my job hunt, although my motivation was beginning to diminish. It was then 
that I decided to move back home and start afresh.” A smile brimming on his face 
now, Ershad continues, “And so, I looked towards Deshpande Skilling. I came to know 
about them when they visited my college during my final year of graduation.” 

Coming from a family facing several financial constraints, it was a difficult task 
to convince his parents about his desire to join Deshpande Skilling. However, after 
interacting with his friends who had completed training from there, they were on 
board. Ershad joined the Deshpande Koutilya Fellowship program.

As training began, he observed that his skills were significantly improving. He 
elaborates, “My journey at Deshpande Skilling helped me gain considerable skills, 
which in turn made me employable. The best part about my training was the vibrant 
and positive environment in the campus and the enormously supportive trainers. I will 
always cherish my time there…”. He adds, “My short visit home during training allowed 
my family to see the changes in me. I could sense that they trusted me and were 
proud of me, and that made me happy.”

While in training, Ershad discovered a passion for auditing. He is currently working as 
an Accounts Trainee for LKSS & Associates, an accounting firm in Bangalore. Ershad 
aspires to become a CA in the near future. He says, “I am confident that this new 
innings of my life will help me mitigate my family’s financial situation. It is also such a 
tremendous opportunity to grow and learn.”

Truly impressed by his own growth, he ponders, “I feel this space has given golden 
opportunities to people like me, who come from rural communities and otherwise 
struggle to find such opportunities. I have, in fact, advocated about Deshpande Skilling 
to many of my friends, so that they can also build successful careers for themselves 
and provide a better life for their parents, who have worked extremely hard all their 
lives for them.” 

In a moment of absolute sincerity, he expresses, “I am saying this in the end, but it 
is of utmost importance—thank you so much, Deshpande Skilling. The impact you 
are creating in our lives is immeasurable. My family and I are highly obliged, and we 
extend our gratitude to you. Thank you for giving us a chance to fulfill our dreams.”

Discovering untapped 

potential

Ershad S
Kesagodu, Sringeri,
Chikmagalur
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It is also such a tremendous 
opportunity to grow and learn.



Hailing from a family of four—parents, a younger brother and herself, Shilpa comes 
from very modest roots. Her father is a farmer, and mother, a housewife. Shilpa’s 
mother means the world to her. She elaborates, “I am very close to my mother. She 
supports me in everything I do. Whatever I am now, it’s all because of her.”

In her village, girl children are not allowed to go to school because of rigid stereotypes 
and if they are, they drop out after matriculation. Shilpa expresses, “So, I was the 
luckiest girl when my mother openly supported me for pursuing higher studies. I think 
that was the best decision that she ever made for me. I completed my matriculation 
scoring 92% and was awarded a monthly scholarship of ₹10,000 for one year.” 

Upon completing graduation, Shilpa saw what was a turning point in her life – her 
earnest desire to join a Deshpande Skilling program. She shares, “I approached my 
family, particularly my mother, with this wish of mine. Staying true to being my biggest 
champion, she trusted my decision to join Deshpande Skilling. When I finally enrolled 
for the Deshpande Susandhi Fellowship, I truly felt like it was my first step towards a 
better life.”

As part of the Fellowship, Shilpa received training in ICT (Information and Computer 
Technology), reasoning and aptitude, etc.; however, she liked English and 
Communications classes the most as she was trained by Siddharoodha Biradar, a 
trainer whom she calls “one of the best trainers at Deshpande Skilling.” She explains, 
“His real-time examples helped me learn and understand clearly. I am much obliged 
to him.” 

Shilpa found that all the trainers were very supportive and proactively helped every 
student. About life at Deshpande Skilling, she details, “The overall approach here is 
that of learning and growth for all its Fellows. I found this to be the ideal platform to 
explore myself. I would also like to thank the Program Manager, Rajendra M, who lent 
his support in every step, helping me inch closer to my ambition.”

Shilpa is now with Legato Health Technologies LLP, as a Claims Associate. Along with 
her happiness, it is palpable how much her mother’s blessings matter to her. She 
ponders, “After finishing my training, my mother saw such transformation in me… I 
became confident, bold and had good people skills, too. She was so happy to see 
this. The entire credit for this visible growth in me goes to Deshpande Foundation and 
Deshpande Skilling. Because of their program, today I am capable of leading my life 
and addressing problems I face.” 

With a hint of pride in her smile, she says, “I feel that I have achieved something in life 
even though I come from a small village.” 

Shilpa Siddayyanavar
Yarebudihal, Dharwad

Breaking 

barriers

I found this to be 
the ideal platform 
to explore myself.
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Uprooted once,

hope then sowed 

Pradnya Dodamani
Born in Pune, Maharashtra 
Currently residing in Chinchakhandi, 
Mudhol, Bagalkot 

It was also where 
I found a family...
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Pradnya lives with her maternal family, having tragically lost her parents at a very 
young age. Hers is an agriculture-dependent family, consisting of 13 members. She 
admits tentatively, “My relationship with my maternal family is not cordial… They don’t 
see me as a family member. However, I own some of the agricultural yield and so they 
took me in.” 

While doing her B.Sc., she would worry about her future, compounded by the lack of 
support and encouragement from her family. Pradnya searched for different ways to 
become financially independent and kickstart a new life for herself. She explains, “It 
has been a very difficult journey… So much so, that my self-confidence became very 
low. I did not know whom to confide my feelings in or seek any career guidance from.”

Like a ray of hope and certainty entering a clouded state of mind, Pradnya learned 
about Deshpande Skilling during her final year through its mobilization team when 
they visited her college. She recalls, “I was determined to join the program, but 
before that, I wanted to get all my doubts clarified. My professors and the Deshpande 
Foundation team were of great help during this period.”

Once she had made the decision, the next challenge was to convince her family. 
With a tone of determination, she shares, “I was assertive about my decision to join 
Deshpande Skilling and after several conversations and disagreements, they finally 
agreed.” 

Pradnya then began her journey in the Deshpande Susandhi Fellowship Program. 
She picked up several skills—English and Communication, Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT), and soft skills such as teamwork, collaboration, 
problem-solving, etc. 

She fondly talks about her trainers at Deshpande Skilling, “They are friendly people.  
I have learnt many life skills and life lessons beyond the classroom from them, which 
have played a significant role in shaping my life. I loved my experience here because 
everyone is treated equally.” 

With poised emotion, she continues, “It was not just the place where I experienced the 
most beautiful moments of my life, it was also where I found a family that actually 
cares about me and supports me.”

After completing the program, Pradnya went through the placement process and 
was placed in Mphasis, Bangalore as a Transaction Processing Officer Trainee. She 
elaborates, “I was anxious during the selection process, but the entire placement team 
motivated and guided me to reach my goal.” 

She expresses thoughtfully, “I am sure everyone has a different life journey, but my life 
and the training taught me to never give up on hope for a better life. We should just 
keep working hard to find our stepping stones to happiness and success.” 

Pradnya ends her story on a note of genuine gratitude, “I am very grateful to 
Deshpande Skilling for giving me such a great platform to upskill and learn from the 
best trainers. I would also like to thank HDFC Bank for supporting such programs that 
give people like me a chance at a better life.”



Someday soon, I aspire 
to be Pooja Padagad – 
Data Scientist.

19

Tears of

joy

Pooja Padagad
Koppal, Karnataka
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Pooja moved to Gadag, Karnataka from Goa after the passing of her father in 2015. Her 
mother worked as a daily wage laborer to support their family of three. Pooja’s uncle 
intervened and helped them out for a while. 

She was a troubled youngster; severely distraught after her father’s demise, she 
became very silent. She elaborates, “I was always complaining and unsatisfied with 
what I had. People distanced themselves from me. I was losing hope—fast.” Adding to 
these, were the financial struggles her family faced. 

One of her friends at college, Rajeshwari, a specially-abled individual with unmatched 
confidence and personality, told her about Deshpande Skilling and how it had 
changed her life. And just like that, Pooja found a reason to hope. She found out as 
much as she could about it and the more she learned, the more excited she got. She 
visited the campus with her friends and that seemed to seal her decision on joining 
Deshpande Skilling. 

Pooja’s mother and uncle were supportive of her decision. She says, “They knew it 
would ultimately help me get a job and bring a lot of relief to us. So, there I was, at the 
entrance of Deshpande Skilling campus, big dreams in my heart and hope in   
my eyes…”

She joined the Deshpande Susandhi Fellowship program. On the training program, 
she explains, “Apart from technical subjects, we also had multiple exciting activities 
which helped us learn better. Though we had a hectic schedule, I enjoyed every bit 
of the training because of the nature of engagement there.” She continues, “Trainers 
there are friendly and so encouraging! I made so many new friends from different 
backgrounds. I learned about my peers through the “Tell Your Story” sessions. We all 
sort of grew up and sought success together in those few months.”

Pooja’s transformation was also witnessed by her family. “They say that I am 
becoming a confident woman and trust that I can lead a successful life”, she smilingly 
says. Her family’s belief was not in vain—Pooja went through placement processes 
and secured a job at iMeriT, a leading data-labeling solutions MNC, as an ITES 
(Information Technology Enabled Services) Executive. 

She tenderly recalls, “The day I got the job, I remember calling my mother and telling 
her that I got selected… She started crying and said – “God has finally listened to our 
prayers.” I could sense the hope in her that our situation would finally improve. My 
younger brother, who was about to quit his studies, not only completed his graduation, 
he went on to fulfill his dream of pursuing MBA. My uncle was also extremely happy.”

It is tangible how much getting a job meant to Pooja and her family. She ponders, “I 
saw my family being happy after such a long time… I remember looking at them that 
day and tears rolling down my face…”

Gathering herself and envisioning her future, she says, “Someday soon, I aspire to 
be Pooja Padagad – Data Scientist. I have the confidence that I will achieve my goal 
and it is all thanks to Deshpande Foundation and Deshpande Skilling. I will forever be 
grateful to them.”



Jyoti comes from a 6-member agricultural family, mostly dependent on her father’s 
income as a farmer. She used to work as a data entry operator but abruptly lost her 
job, gravely shaking her self-confidence and hope. 

In this tough phase, as chance would have it, the first thing that came to her mind 
was Deshpande Skilling. However, in addition to having limited knowledge about 
its programs, it was hard to convince her family to allow her to join. She shares, “As 
a woman from a small village, it has never been easy to push back against social 
constraints. Of course, they also had legitimate concerns about my safety in the 
outside world. Additionally, it was a time of terrible financial struggles because of  
the pandemic.”

Jyoti took the brave step of contacting Deshpande Skilling nonetheless, and to put 
all her doubts and her family’s concerns at bay, two members from the Deshpande 
Skilling mobilization team visited her and explained everything about the programs in 
detail. They ensured that every query of theirs was answered. With a ray of affirmation 
on her face, she expresses, “I started feeling reassured about my decision to join 
Deshpande Skilling and my family was convinced as well. They took comfort in the fact 
that I would be placed in a proper job again.” 

Thinking back on her time at Deshpande Skilling, Jyoti says, “It was such an 
extraordinary time as a student there. I had joined the BFSI (Banking, Financial Services 
and Insurance) program. Along with communication skills, reasoning and aptitude, 
etc., we were taught domain-specific skills like tally, basic accounting, GST, etc. I 
had excellent trainers who always found creative ways to teach all programs while 
simultaneously ensuring discipline.”

She is also highly appreciative of the soft skills training she received. She adds, “I have 
noticed many positive changes in myself such as being able to speak confidently, 
manage time better and interact with new people without hesitation.” 
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After her 4-month training, Jyoti landed 
a job at Legato Health Technologies 
LLP, as a Claims Associate. She shares 
excitedly, “I am very pleased with my 
achievements; but I also know that this is 
just the beginning of a beautiful journey. It 
was not easy to go through the interview 
process, but I went through many mock 
interviews and was guided dedicatedly by 
the placement team of Deshpande Skilling. 
I am so thankful to them.”

Jyoti’s most precious triumph will still be 
being able to support her family again. 
She confides, “The last few years were 
a very rough time because of our sole 
dependence on agriculture. Now that 
I have this job because of Deshpande 
Skilling, things are getting better and I’m 
sure I will be able to do so much more for 
my family.” 

Full of gratitude, Jyoti expresses, “I would 
like to thank every person at Deshpande 
Foundation and Deshpande Skilling for 
everything they have done for me and 
my family. I also thank HDFC Bank for 
supporting such an impactful program for 
the youth”.

Jyoti Laxmi Iliger
Hukkeri, Belagavi, Karnataka

Courage
unmatched

This is just the 
beginning of a 
beautiful journey.



Deshpande Foundation is immensely 
proud to partner with 

HDFC Bank to implement its upskilling 
programs that create meaningful 
impact on lives of the rural youth.
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